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encourage further pressure, until the whole of the
particular branch of the state revenue which has been
the subject of attack shall have been abandoned/71

So impossible does it appear to be to interpose
with any effect on behalf of India, if the wishes of
her people have to be weighed against the support
of a certain section of English voters, that when the
action that had been taken in reference to the cotton
duties was called in question in the House of Com-
mons, the protest had to be made by a mere handful
of members.

When considering in the following pages the causes
which have made the present financial condition
of India so unsatisfactory, numerous instances are
adduced which, I believe, conclusively show that there
is little hope of effecting any real and permanent im-
provement in her finances, unless some more adequate
financial control is provided than that which is fur-
nished by the present system of administration. As
previously stated, the two bodies in whom this control
was chiefly vested have, through the uncertainty of the
law and other circumstances, been gradually deprived
of much of the power which it was supposed they
could exercise. If a Viceroy in a period of severe
financial pressure can sacrifice an important branch
of revenue in direct opposition to the wishes of a

1 See Parliamentary paper just referred to.